
September 30, 2026 

RESOLUTION 26-04 OF THE DULUTH-SUPERIOR 

METROPOLITAN INTERSTATE COUNCIL 

 

Metropolitan Interstate Council 

 

WHEREAS, in accordance with 23 U.S.C Sec. 134, the Duluth-Superior Metropolitan Interstate Council (MIC) was 

designated, by agreement between the Governors of Minnesota and Wisconsin, the Arrowhead Regional 

Development Commission (ARDC), and the Northwest Regional Planning Commission (NWRPC), as the 

Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) to conduct transportation planning for the Duluth-Superior Metropolitan 

Planning Area. 

 

WHEREAS Pursuant 23 CFR § 450.310 the MPO structure must consist of a Policy Board that includes 

representatives of local governments in the Metropolitan Planning Area to plan, approve, amend, and fund short-

term Transportation Improvement Programs (TIP) when those projects are consistent with the MPO’s adopted Long-

Range Metropolitan Transportation Plan and includes measurable performance goals that meet or exceed 

jurisdictional comprehensive plans in coordination with federal safety standards.  

  

WHEREAS, the Northwest Regional Planning Commission of Wisconsin (NWRPC, fka NWRP&DC) was 

established in 1959 and the Arrowhead Regional Development (ARDC fka AEDD) was established in 1969. 

WHEREAS, the Federal-Aid Highway Act of 1973 mandated MPOs for Urbanized Areas (UZA); Governor 

Anderson of Minnesota designated ARDC the Minnesota-side MPO of the Duluth-Superior Urbanized Area in 

December 1973. 

  

WHEREAS, ARDC and NWRPC signed an Agreement to create the Metropolitan Interstate Committee the “MIC” 

in May 1975.  

 

WHEREAS, Pursuant to the Federal-Aid Highway Act Governor Lucey of Wisconsin designated NWRPC as the 

Wisconsin-side MPO for the Duluth-Superior UZA in July 1975.  

 

WHEREAS, the September 1975 Joint Planning Regulations published by the Federal Highway Administration 

(FHWA) and the Urban Mass Transportation Administration (now the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) under 

statute 23 CFR Part 450 formalized urban transportation planning for MPOs in the United States into a single, 

permanent unified framework of standards and guidelines. 

 

WHEREAS, ARDC and NWRPC signed a Joint Powers Agreement activating the bi-state permanent MPO for the 

UZA in January 1976 (Enclosed). 

  

WHEREAS, Pursuant Subpart C (Sections 450.300–450.340) the MPO structure must consist of a policy body that 

includes representatives of localities in the Urbanized Area and representative(s) of agencies that operate public 

transit created to carry out the metropolitan transportation planning process for populations over 50,000. 

WHEREAS, Pursuant 23 U.S.C. 135, 23 U.S.C. 150, and 49 U.S.C. 5304, the MIC has established a 3-C 

Metropolitan Planning Area process to develop, amend, and implement Transportation Improvement Programs 

(TIP), Long-Range Metropolitan Transportation Plans, Public Involvement Plan (PIP) with local, regional, state and 

federal Planning (PL) and matching funds.  

WHEREAS, Pursuant 23 U.S.C. 150(b), 49 U.S.C. 5301(c); and 23 USC 134 the MIC's metropolitan transportation 

planning process provides for the establishment and use of a performance-based approach to transportation decision-

making to support national goals as required of MPOs. 

WHEREAS, the majority of Greater Minnesota and Wisconsin MPOs have mixed policy board dynamics of transit 

and appointed officials of varying representation to meet national air quality standards and regional transportation 

goals. 
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WHEREAS, the Duluth-Superior MIC retains its obligation to determine its internal procedural operations and 

membership through adopted by laws and leadership through fair and equitable co-chair elections. 

WHEREAS, NWRPC, ARDC, Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), Minnesota Department of 

Transportation, Wisconsin Department of Transportation, and the FTA have annually documented, funded, and 

certified the Duluth-Superior MIC as the MPO since 1976. 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED the Duluth-Superior Metropolitan Interstate Council (MIC) affirms its 

long-established status, role, and responsibilities as the MPO which serves the Duluth-Superior Metropolitan 

Planning Area in accordance with state and federal regulations. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED the MIC Policy Board respects the Regional Planning Commissions 

ARDC and NWRPC’s stipulated designations issued in December 1973 and July 1975 respectively and appreciates 

their vital role as the fiscal agents of the hosted MPO named the Duluth-Superior Metropolitan Interstate Council 

(MIC). 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED the MIC Policy Board, federal law, and/or both state governors acting 

with the consent of municipalities are the recognized powers able to determine when and if MPO redesignation may 

occur.  

  

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED the MIC Policy Board opposes redesignation and calls on the boards of 

ARDC and NWRPC to withdraw their support for the redesignation resolutions introduced and or passed in 

February and April of 2026. 

  

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED the MIC Policy Board calls on state and federal regulators to pause any 

approval of changes to the power, duties, responsibilities, operations, or structure of the MIC without the advice and 

consent of the MIC Policy Board signified by a resolution of support. 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED the MIC Policy Board calls on ARDC to ensure all MIC logos 

documents, and website language accurately reflect the Metropolitan Interstate Council as the federally designated 

MPO and reflects the appropriate autonomy of the MPO in relationship with and by the regional planning 

commissions of ARDC and NWRPC per the adopted (attached) organizational chart.  

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED The MIC, as a governmental organization, shall ensure its meeting 

locations, times and days, documents, and procedures are as transparent, welcoming, and open to the public and 

policy board members to the fullest extent possible. The Policy Board opposes decisions that reduce accessibility to 

any of the organization’s proceedings. 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED With respect and gratitude for five decades of collaborative 

intergovernmental transportation expertise and service by and with the regional planning commissions, ARDC & 

NWRPC, the MIC Policy Board requests the MIC Director disseminate this Resolution in full to all members of the 

Policy Board’s Advisory Committees, Bicycle-Pedestrian Advisory Committee (BPAC), Harbor Technical Advisory 

Committee (HTAC), Transportation Advisory Committee (TAC), all NWRPC commission and executive board 

members, ARDC commission and board members, and all relevant local, state, and federal jurisdictional partner 

staff and agencies. 

 

ATTEST:  

 

 

______________________________________

Wayne Boucher, Policy Board Co-Chair (MN)   

 

___________________________________  

Nick Baker, Policy Board Co-Chair (WI)  

 

________________________________________ 

Ron Chicka, MIC Director 

 

________________________________________ 

Date
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Fig. 1 Organizational Chart 

ARDC serves as the primary fiscal agent and host of the MPO. 

 

Encl: Created May 1975 the MIC was empowered by a Joint Powers Agreement between ARDC & NWRPC January 1976.  
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