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PROJECT INTRODUCTION
Identifying Beneficial Use Priorities, 2025 - 2035

Identify beneficial use priorities for dredged material from the Port 

of Duluth-Superior from 2025 to 2035, so that the port can continue 

dredging operations and address planning needs in advance.

Goal

Minnesota’s Lake Superior Coastal Program

Duluth Seaway Port Authority

Wisconsin Sea Grant (in kind)

Minnesota Sea Grant (in kind)

Funding
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PROJECT INTRODUCTION
Identifying Beneficial Use Priorities, 2025 - 2035

Dredging Subcommittee of the Harbor Technical Advisory 

Committee

Duluth Seaway Port Authority

Minnesota Sea Grant

Wisconsin Sea Grant

Partners

Work together to plan the workshop.
Attend the workshop.
Work together on workshop summary.
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PROJECT TIMELINE
Project Task Timeframe Outcome and/or Deliverable

Funding awarded October 16, 2023

Workshop planning meeting #1 
with HTAC Dredging 
Subcommittee

October 26, 2023 Finalize presenter and attendee invitation list
Develop participant agenda
Agree on workshop date

Workshop planning meeting #2 
with HTAC Dredging 
Subcommittee

December 15, 2023 Develop workshop facilitation strategy
Develop evaluation criteria for prioritizing beneficial uses 
of dredged material

One-day workshop January 31, 2024 Prioritize dredged material placement sites for 2025 –
2035
Identify a champion/local sponsor for each priority 
placement site
Determine monetary value of environmental benefits 
identified for each priority placement site
Train attendees on use of the USEPA DMDT

Debrief of the workshop with 
HTAC Dredging Subcommittee

February 29, 2024 Prepare outline of workshop summary and timeline for 
development and release

Development of workshop 
summary

March 29, 2024 Present recommendations to inform the Port of Duluth-
Superior Dredge Material Management Plan
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HOMEWORK!
Workshop Methods

1. Project Profile Information 2. Rank the DMDT Criteria
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WORKSHOP
January 31, 2024 at Duluth Office of Minnesota Pollution Control Agency

1. Participants have a working knowledge of U.S. EPA DMDT.

2. Participants can use DMDT to identify priority beneficial use 

projects from 2025 – 2035 for the Port of Duluth-Superior.

3. Participants are aware of ecosystem services valuation methods 

that could be used for beneficial use projects. 

Expected Outcomes
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WORKSHOP
January 31, 2024 at Duluth Office of Minnesota Pollution Control Agency

Image credit: Madison Rodman/MNSG
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WORKSHOP
January 31, 2024 at Duluth Office of Minnesota Pollution Control Agency

 26 in-person

Cities of Duluth and Superior, state and tribal natural 

resource managers, transportation planners, dredging 

contractors, community groups, environmental advocacy 

organizations, transportation companies.

 34 virtual 

Registered participants hailed from all over - Port of 

Duluth-Superior to France.

Attendees
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WORKSHOP OUTPUTS TO DATE
DMDT Results – First Iteration

Several methods that could be used

No examples in current literature of ecosystem services valuation for beneficial use projects

Need additional resources to apply these methods to one or more of the above projects

Ecosys tem Services  Valua tion

These projects did not receive a total score because 
data do not exist for all five categories.



Project Development
- More information is key to successful use of DMDT

- Use DMDT to identify project information gaps for future 

beneficial use projects

Build on the Existing Foundation
- Complete scoring individually for projects taking place in 

the next five years

NEXT STEPS
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Minnesota Sea Grant prepared this workshop using Federal 
funds under award NA21NOS4190083 from the Coastal Zone 
Management Act of 1972, as amended, administered by the 
Office for Coastal Management, National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), U.S. Department of 
Commerce provided to the Minnesota Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR) for Minnesota’s Lake Superior Coastal 
Program.Image credit: Cait Dettmann/MNSG

THANK YOU!
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