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HTAC Quarterly Meeting

• Continue to be held as “Hybrid” meetings (in-person with a virtual 
option)

• Well-attended  - 51+ participants (while overlapping with the start of 
the St Louis River Summit)

• Good variety of topics presented

• Quality presentations

• Lengthy and informative Roundtable



IDENTIFYING BENEFICIAL USE PRIORITIES FOR DREDGED 
MATERIAL FROM THE PORT OF DULUTH-SUPERIOR

WORKSHOP SUMMARY
Kelsey Prihoda, Minnesota Sea Grant

Image credit: Madison Rodman/MNSG
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By the Numbers: 2023

Jayson Hron| communication and marketing director



2023 Highlights of a Good Year for the Port

• Most vessel arrivals since 2018

• Season-over-season tonnage increases across 8 cargo categories

• Iron ore tonnage up 14.3% from 2022 – highest single season since 
1995

• Cement up 29% from 2022 and 31.1% above the 5-season average

• Longest international season ever – 277 days

• New trans-Atlantic monthly liner service started – first since the late 
1970’s

• 11 visits from cruise ships

• 8 ships wintering in the port – most since 2016-17





Additional 2023 Port Updates

• Grain was up 22.5% from 2022, but 29% below the 5-season average

• Coal continues steep decline - 22% below 2022 & 28% below the 5-
season average

• Coal has dropped from 22 million tons in 2005 to 5 million tons in 
2022

• Moving cargo via ship remains a more energy efficient freight option 
(compared to truck and rail)
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For more information or to request a project 
tour or presentation, please contact:

WI Dept of Natural Resources (WDNR)
Matt Steiger
Area of Concern Coordinator 
715-395-6904
Matthew.Steiger@wisconsin.gov  

St Louis River Area of Concern – Anticipated 2024 Field Work in WI 

Site name key:
Red = Contaminated sediment remediation site
Green = Habitat site

C. Reiss Slip:
remedial & infrastructure 

construction – Led by EPA & USACE

Allouez Bay: 
install goose exclosures & seed 

manoomin (wild rice) & 
monitor in fall – Led by WDNR 

& 1854 Treaty Authority

Primary funding support is provided 
by the federal Great Lakes Restoration 
Initiative and administrative oversight 
is provided by the Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA).

Multiple sites:
 install goose exclosures, seed 

manoomin (wild rice) & monitor 
in fall – Led by WDNR, MNDNR, 

FdL, & 1854 Treaty Authority

February 2024
SLRA = St. Louis River Alliance; FdL = Fond du Lac Band of Lake Superior Chippewa; MPCA = MN Pollution Control Agency

Pickle Pond:
 stormwater system 

construction – Led by City of 
Superior 

+ habitat restoration 
– Led by WDNR

Little Balsam Creek: 
Construct bridge to remove final fish 

passage barrier  – Led by WDNR

Project status as of February 2024

Interstate Island:
 invasives control & 

populations monitoring
– Led by MNDNR

C Street Slip:
surveys & upland 

geotechnical investigation 
– Led by WDNR

Crawford Creek: 
floodplain soil data gap 

investigation 
– Led by Responsible Party

Piping Plover Site:
habitat establishment

– Led by WDNR, SLRA & 
UWS

mailto:Matthew.Steiger@wisconsin.gov


For more information or to request a 
project tour or presentation, please 
contact:

MN Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) 
Barb Huberty 
Area of Concern Coordinator
218-302-6630
Barbara.Huberty@state.mn.us 

MN Dept. of Natural Resources 
(MNDNR) 
Melissa Sjolund
Area of Concern Coordinator
218-302-3245
melissa.sjolund@state.mn.us

St Louis River Area of Concern – Anticipated 2024 Field Work in MN 

Spirit Lake/U. S. Steel:
habitat & site restoration 
– Led by EPA & U. S. Steel

+ post-construction sampling
–  Coordinated by MPCA

Munger Landing - MN:
Upland site restoration & 

post-construction sampling
(boat launch open)

– Led by EPA & MPCA 

Site name key:
Red = Contaminated sediment remediation 

site
Green = Habitat site

Primary funding support is provided 
by the federal Great Lakes 
Restoration Initiative and 
administrative oversight is provided 
by the Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA).

February 2024

Perch Lake:
construct opening 
under Hwy 23 & 
pedestrian trail

– Led by MNDNR

WDNR = Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources; FdL = Fond du Lac Band of Lake Superior 
Chippewa

Project status as of February 2024

Interstate Island:
 invasives control & 

populations monitoring
– Led by MNDNR

Thomson Reservoir - MN:
remedial construction
– Led by EPA & MPCA

40th Ave W & Ponds 
behind Erie Pier: 
post-construction 

sampling                     – 
Coordinated by MPCA

Mud Lake:
habitat 

restoration
– Led by MNDNR

Multiple sites:
 seed manoomin (wild rice), 
install goose exclosures, & 

monitor in fall – Led by 
WDNR, MNDNR, FdL & 1854 

Treaty Authority 

mailto:Barbara.Huberty@state.mn.us
mailto:melissa.sjolund@state.mn.us


U.S. COAST GUARD

MARINE SAFETY UNIT 

DULUTH

UNIT OVERVIEW



Federal On 
Scene 

Coordinator

Federal 
Maritime 
Security 

Coordinator

Officer In 
Charge 
Marine 

Inspection

Search & 
Rescue 

Mission 
Coordinator

Captain 
of the 
Port

Marine Safety Unit Duluth

FOSC FMSC OCMI SMCCOTP

Source: Ogle 
(2013)

Sector Commander Authorities



Captain of the Port Zone



MIC’s Harbor Work Plan

• HTAC remains very important to the MIC

• 2024 Budget for Harbor Planning = $55,600

• 2024 budget includes 775 staff hours

• Harbor Work Plan continues to include 3 components
• Coordination, information exchange, & group facilitation (HTAC meetings)

• HTAC Subcommittee facilitation & coordination

• Program development & other activities (diverse list of activities)



Ongoing HTAC Tasks

• Updating the voting member list
• Retirements and a remaining opening

• Need to fill the Vice Chair position

• Remain a conduit of harbor-related happenings and information to a 
diverse group of stakeholders

• Re-establishing proper functioning of Subcommittees



Questions???

Contact:

Mike Wenholz

Duluth-Superior Metropolitan Interstate Council

218-529-7573

mwenholz@ardc.org
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