
Public Waters Work General Permit
Maintenance, Repair and Repalacement for: 

Retaining Wall/Dock/Dock Platform/Pier/Wharf Structure

Patty Fowler, Duluth/Carlton Area Hydrologist

Dr. Anna Hess – Eco and Water Resources District Manager



Dockwall GP review

• Upon approval, this permit allows for the 
maintenance/repair/replacement of 
existing vertical or nearly vertical 
retaining/dock wall structures associated 
with wharf structures in the Duluth harbor
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Applicable projects for dockwall repair/maintenance work GP:
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Requirements for consideration Meets

Existing vertical (or almost vertical) slip and dock walls associated with wharf 
structures

Adjacent lake bed is 10 feet in depth or greater (from LWD 601.1 IGLD 85)

New sheet pile structure will not extend more than 6-feet waterward of an 
existing dockwall 

The structures are part of a designated port facility

The dock walls are in areas that will not be detrimental to significant fish and 
wildlife habitat.   No construction would occur in any posted fish spawning 
areas, nor will the actions result in any taking of threatened or endangered 
species



Example: MarineTech Dock Wall Repair
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Requirements for consideration Meets

Existing vertical (or almost vertical) slip and dock walls associated with wharf 
structures

Adjacent lake bed is 10 feet in depth or greater (from LWD 601.1 IGLD 85)

New sheet pile structure will not extend more than 6-feet waterward of an 
existing dockwall (in this case, 4 feet)

The structures are part of a designated port facility

The dock walls are in areas that will not be detrimental to significant fish and 
wildlife habitat.   No construction would occur in any posted fish spawning 
areas, nor will the actions result in any taking of threatened or endangered 
species



Example: MarineTech Dock Wall Repair
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Example: MarineTech Dock Wall Repair
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Example: MarineTech Dock Wall Repair
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Example: MarineTech Dock Wall Repair
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Example: MarineTech Dock Wall Repair
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Issued Dock Wall GP
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